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1. GRAY DUN 

The commonest colour in 

donkeys of the world and the 

colour of their wild ancestors in 

the stony semi-deserts of 

north-east Africa.
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2. Gray dun 
variant
Abrowner tone. Dun has two aspects. Firstly, the 
colour is diluted. The dilution is caused by the 
pigment, applied to the developing hair deep in the 
hair follicle, is only laid down on one side of the 
hair. Secondly, there are primitive markings. The 
main component is a dark dorsal stripe from top of 
head and down the dorsal midline of neck, back and 
tail, to the dark tuft at the end of the tail. The dorsal 
stripe is crossed at the whither by the shoulder 
cross, of variable length and width and elaboration. 
The ears have dark edges and tips and a dark area 
across the back of the base of the ear. There are 
commonly transverse stripes on the legs, and a dark 
spot on each side of the throat. The nostril rims and 
muzzle tip are dark. Some have a midline dark 
stripe on the belly. In grayduns all these primitive 
markings are black



3. Black (with 
light points)

This is essentially a donkey 
without dun, so there is no 
dilution and the primitive 
markings can't be seen. The black 
hair on nostril rims is there. 
There are degrees of dun dilution 
in donkeys, and this black has 
none at all. The light points (the 
pale near-white hair with black 
underlying skin on eye rings, 
muzzle, belly and inner upper 
legs) is called pangare.
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